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What is Media Literacy? 

Media Literacy is the ability to ACCESS, ANALYZE, EVALUATE, and COMMUNICATE information in a variety of forms, 

including print and non-print messages.  Media Literacy education teaches students to apply critical thinking to 

media messages that are presented from a certain point of view. 

The need for action:  

 Media surround children in their daily lives to an extent unknown to past generations, and are more 

sophisticated than ever.  

 Before the digital age, ideas and information were shared through print media, and literacy meant the ability 

to read and write.   

 Today, information comes from a vast array of media sources: Internet, television, video games, music and 

music videos as well as radio, newspapers, magazines, books, billboards, etc.  

 Media literate youth and adults are better able to understand the complex messages we receive from all 

forms of media – including commercial and political advertising – and to produce messages based on their 

own values.  

 Indiscriminate media consumption contributes to negative health effects such as poor body image, bullying 

or aggressive behavior, substance use, early or risky sexual activity, obesity, and decreased school 

performance found among children today. 1  

 Most students are not taught to use media thoughtfully. 

Media Literacy Education:  

 Develops strong critical thinking skills. 

 Encourages independent thinking. 

 Reduces risky or antisocial behavior among children and 

youth of all ages and for all topics of focus, such as tobacco 

use, violence and risky sexual behavior.2 

 Builds an engaged citizenry.3, 4  

“The 21st century world is media saturated, technologically dependent, and globally connected... The multimedia age requires 

new skills for accessing, analyzing, evaluating, creating, and distributing messages within a digital, global, and democratic 

society.” 

National Council for the Social Studies 

 



 

What does the bill do? 

This bill calls upon the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to assist schools in 

implementing comprehensive media literacy education for the purpose of developing stronger critical analysis skills 

and independent thinking skills to navigate the 21st century media environment.  

This bill would require DESE to: 

 Develop comprehensive standards and objectives for all grades and in all subject areas. 

 Help school districts identify appropriate materials and resources. 

 Ensure media literacy training is made available for professional development points within the teacher 
recertification program.  

Endorsed by:  
 Massachusetts PTA 

 Massachusetts Teachers' Association  

 Worcester District Medical Society 

 Center on Media and Child Health at Children's Hospital 

Boston  

 Boston Area Rape Crisis Center  

 Media Education Foundation (Northampton) 

 Media Educators of America (Randolph, Mass.) 

 TRUCE – Teachers Resisting Unhealthy Children’s 

Entertainment 

 Boston Women Communicators 

For more information:  
 Natalie Kaufman, Office of Sen. Katherine Clark, (617) 722-1206 

 Michael Allen, Office of Rep. Dave Rogers, (617) 722-2400 

 Erin McNeill, Media Literacy Now, (617) 395-4222  erin@medialiteracynow.org 

Empowering Kids in a Media Age 
MediaLiteracyNow.org 

 

                                                             
1
 PEDIATRICS Vol. 107 No. 2 February 1, 2001, pp. 423 -426 (doi: 10.1542/peds.107.2.423) 

2
 Jeong, S.-H., Cho, H. and Hwang, Y. (2012), Media Literacy Interventions: A Meta-Analytic Review. Journal of Communication, 62: 454–472. doi: 10.1111/j.1460-

2466.2012.01643.x  

3
 “Media Literacy: A Foundation for Citizenship.” Consortium for Media Literacy. N.p., n.d. Web. 10 Sept. 2013 

4
 "Media Literacy: A Position Statement of National Council for the Social Studies." National Council for the Social Studies. N.p., n.d. Web. 23 Mar. 2009.  


